THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

possible the right to inflict capital punishment on
account of differences in matters of faith; only excepting
those whose error is deliberate and voluntary. What
determines my judgment in these matters is, not those
passages of Holy Writ which can be quoted against the
use of force, but the example of the way in which, here
in Berne, the Anabaptists have been mishandled. I
myself saw a woman of eighty dragged to the scaffold,
together with her daughter, a mother of six children,
these two women having committed no other offence
than to repudiate infant baptism. In the light of such an
example, I dread lest the legal authorities might not be
restrained within the limits you yourself would like to
establish, and lest they might be inclined to treat petty
offences as great crimes. I therefore deem it advisable
that the authorities should be unduly clement and con-
siderate instead of being over-ready to appeal to the
sword. I would rather shed my own blood than be
stained with the blood of a man who had done nothing
to deserve punishment by death."

These are the words of a minor municipal officer in a
fanatical epoch. Many shared his views while thinking it
inexpedient to utter them. Even the worthy Zerchintes
was as little inclined as his master, Erasmus of Rotter-
dam, had been to take a definite side in current disputes.
Shamefacedly he informed Calvin that he did not intend
to make a public protest. "I shall not step down into
the arena unless my conscience forces me to do so. I
would rather remain dumb, so far as my conscience
allows, instead of rousing discussions and mortifying any
one/' Persons of a humane disposition are too ready to
resign themselves to events, thus playing into the hands
of the violent. Nearly all of them behaved like this
excellent but pacific Zerchintes. They were steadfastly
silent; the humanists, the clergy, the scholars; some from
hatred of public broils; others from fear lest they them-
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